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Iraq Steps Up Air War on Oil Lanes

Targeting of Tankers, Stations Seen as Reply to Iran’s Offensives

By Loren Jenkins
Washington Post Foreign Service

BAGHDAD, Iraq, March 2—As
Iraqi Army efforts to repulse Iran-
ian attacks on the strategic Faw
Peninsula to the south and in the
mountains of the northeast have
bogged down, Baghdad has claimed
almost daily Air Force and Navy
attacks on tankers and Iranian oil
facilities along the Persian Gulf.

In the past week, Iragi military
communiques have cited rocket at-
tacks on seven “large naval targets”
and a2 number of smaller vessels
around the Kharg Island loading
facilities. Before the 5Yi-year-old
war began, Kharg handled 90 per-
cent of Iran’s oil exnorts

Gulf shipping sources have con-
firmed that at least four supertank-
ers were damaged during the week.
The 132,000-ton, Libenan-regis-
tered Castor reported the death of
two Filipino crewmen.

Western diplomats and military
observers who monitor the war
from here say these attacks repre-
sent an attempt to divert the Iran-
1ans from their surprise offensives
and to show their own population
that Iraq, too, can hurt the enemy.

[Shipping officials quoted by Reu-
ter said that on Sunday five war-
planes thought to be Iranian
bombed the Turkish tanker Atlas 1
east of Qatar, killing the ship’s chief
officer, in apparent retaliation. |

“The evidence is that the Iraqi
Army is not prepared to pay the
price in casualties necessary to dis-
lodge the Iranians at Faw and in the
mountains,” said a foreign diplomat,
who asked that his name and nation.
ality not be used. “So they are again
trying to put the squeeas on Irar's
oil exports.”

Iraq began its "tanker war”
against Iran in 1984 to cut the oil
income Iran needs to pay for the
costly war. Western sources said
that since then, attacks on shipping
have averaged one to two a week.
Thus, the week’s confirmed attacks
on four ships represent a sharp es-
calation. .

Western officials say that more

‘serious than the assaults on the
ships and the renewed attacks on
the already much bombed Kharg
-Island loading terminal have been
"the attacks on the pumping complex
at Ganaveh, on the mainland.

Past experience has shown that
the Kharg Island facilities, mainly
pipeline outlets of oil pumped from
eisewhere in Iran through Ganaveh,
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million barrels of oil a day that
western economists maintain is the
minimum Iran needs to sell. )




